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Wahab promises reopening of Clifton fish aquarium in six nonths 

The iconic site at Bagh 
Ibne Qasim has been 
closed for 23 years 

By Shazia Hasan 

KARACHI: Administrator Murtaza 
Wahab performed the ground-break 
ing for the rehabilitation of the exist 

ing Fish Aquarium at Clifton's Bagh 
Ibne Qasim on Friday. 

There was plaster shedding from the 
Overhangs of the aged-aquarium build- 

ing structure with the rusted iron bars 

showing. The entrance to the building 
had been blocked with a big panaflex THE closed-down dilapidated building of the Fish Aquarium at Bagh bne Qasim. (Hight) One of the corridors of the aquarium with empty viewing windows and the ceiling with peeled oft paint and plaster. 

pointing to the obvious fact that things-File Photos/ Fahim Siddiqi/ white Star 

inside were even worse. 
All of us with memories of coming 

by the news as I have very fond mem0 ated an income of about Rs1.5 million 
a year excluding the Rs400,000 that 

Click project director Afzal Zaidi 1980s and early 1990s. "Then it was 
recalled his fond childhood memories 
of visiting the aquarium in the early 

closed. Today, there is also this general here as children will then be bringinng 
our children here," he said, adding Sitting quietly in one of the front 

row seats, Aliya Farooqi, the longest ries of families frequenting the place 
serving director of the fish aquar 

ium, was lost in thought as she looked details about every creature next to 

at the place. "With degrees in marine each aquarium window. The visits the aquarium earlier as well, but they 

sciences and zoology, I joined the used to help children learn about proved unsuccessful. In 2004, there 

ish aquarium in 1965," she told aquatic life and the different sea crea-

Dawn. "I retired from here in 1991," tures that we had here," she said. 
he added. 

She said that she was out of the coun- mony that the gate ticket for one per 

ry when she heard about the closing of son at the time used to costt just a few shelved as the government did, not bered the place from childhood visite 

he aquarium in 1998."Iwas saddened rupees and yet the aquarium gener have the money. 

where this aquarium is located, is also that he along with his staff was cur 

closed. But it is an open 134 acres of rently in the process of rehabilitating 

here. Then 23 years ago, for reasons greenery. People go to the northern all the parks of the city. "In doing so, 

with children. We used to have all the came from parking. perception that the Bagh Ibne Qasim, 
There have been efforts to reopen 1990s. "It was not a very big aquarium 

but it was the only one that we had 

was a Rs75m tender was approved for not known it was closed," he said. 
its rehabilitation but work on it could reas to appreciate the greenery and we are also working on making the 

parks visitor-friendly by setting up 

Administrator Wahab unveiled a they have it right here," ne sa 
Coming back to the aquarium, the eateries and building washrooms 

City administrator said that his target 
there. The KMC is also going to have 

was to see it opened again in the next vegetable gardens in all the parks,= 

not begin. Then the tender was revised new plaque on the outside wall of the 
to Rs103m in 2009 but the project got 

It was mentioned during the cere- 
aquarium. He said that he remem- 

ts 
with his illustrious parents in the late six months. 

he added. 
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Wahab announces restoration 
of historical Clifton aquarium 
Constructed in 1953, the aquarium was closed to public in 1998 

greener. There would also be 
2009-2010, but nothing came the municipality was intro- Wahab said that those new high-quality restaurants| 

ducing a new approach in who visited the aquarTum in and washrooms for the citi-

By Oonib Azam 2007-2008, 2008-2009 and Barrister Murtaza Wahab said appearing haunted. 

After numerous failed prom- out of those allocations. 

ises in the past, the Karachi 

Metropolitan Corporation proved a sum of Rsl00 mil- izens was essential. 

(KMC) announced on Friday lion that was supposed to be 

The corporation also ap- which the participation of cit- their childhood still remem- zens, he said. 
The Kidney Hill Park was 

The aquarium was closed house but with the passage of another example of the deve 
once again that it would re- spent on the aquarium in 2012 25 years ago. With the help of time, the aquarium could not opment of Karachi's recre- 
store the historical Fish when it decided to constract CLACK, this aguarium will be survive and the citizens of ational spois Wahab re 

an underwater transparent restored and opened to the Karachi were deprived of the marked. "We hope that the 
private sector will support us 

He claimed that the pro- for the betterment of the city,| 

1966, a bigger building was the water tank and enjoy ma- announced. He explained curement process for the the province and the country 
constructed to attract a larger rine life up close. That project that the aquarium was part of restoration of the aquarium Ihave always said that this is 

my city, my province and my 

bered the tour of the fish 

Aquarium in Clifton. 
The aquarjum was con- tunnel inside the aquarium to public in the nExt six months recreational facility. 

structed in 1953 and later in allow visitors to walk through at a cost of Rs800 million,"he 

also never saw the light of the Bagh Ibne Qasim's 130 had been completed. number of visitors. 
For decades, the aquar day. Recently, the provincial acres. 

ium remained one of the big govermment announced that 

The Fish Aquarium will country," he said 
The federal government 

revenue generation sources the aquarium would be re- the Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim, the students and researchers to was not aware of the plight 
for the city govenment. How- stored under the World aquarium was reportedly get a closer look at marine of the people erushed by ine 
ever, the lack of maintenance Bank's Competitive & Livable damaged. The aquarium's sea life and provide another ex- flation, he said, adding that if 
and dilapidated structure led City of Karachi Project reservoirs, filter bed, bellow- cellent recreational and infor a govermment was aware of 

(CLICK) worth $240 million. ing room and fish breeding mational facility to the citi- the ground realities, the cur- 
Addressing on Friday the room are no longer func- zens near the beach," the rent crisis could be oveT-

During the construction of provide an opportunity for 

to its closure in 1998. 
Since then, the KMC made

several attempts to reopen it groundbreaking ceremony tional. Its covered area is KMC administrator said. 
and allocated budgets thrice for the restoration of the Fish 1,500 square feet and the 

come. 

He lamented that the| 
for it in the Annual Develop- Aquarium at the Bagh Tbne abandoned building currently tion would be carried out to Sindh's share of Rs32 billion 
ment Programmes (ADP) of Qasim, KMC Administrator wears a gloomy look, almost make the Bagh Ibn Qasim in the NFC award had been 

reduced and termed it a bla- 
tant violation of the constitu- 
tional rights and principles. 

He asked the federal fi-
nance minister to take imme-
diate notice of it and give| 
Sindh its due share in the| 
NFC so that the salaries of 
the government employees 
could be released and devel- 
opment work continued 
without any hindrance. 

Earlier addressing the 
function, KIMC Metropolitan
Commissioner Syed Afzal| 
Laidi said the city should| 
have a number of such aquar- 
iums for the general public| 
to learn about marine life. 

"We are trying to reopen 
all the public places in the 
city. We will do everything 

KMC Administrator Murtaza Wahab speaks at the groundbreaking ceremony on Friday for the restoration of the Fish with the help of civil society 

He added that tree planta- 
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Aquarium in Clifton-PPl photo he said. 
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KARACHI: 
Administrator Murtaza Wahab addressing a groundbreaking ceremony for restoration of Fish Aquarium at Bagh lbn Qasim Clifton.-NNI 

PPP committed to reviving 

glory of Karachi, says Wahab 

Also present on the occasion passage of time, where other citizens near the beach," Bar ince and my county, so I try to 

improve as much as possible in 

every field, whether it is related 

to KMC or KDA," he said. Earlier 
OUR STAFF REPORTER 

rister Murtaza Wahab said. He 

were Deputy 
Commissioner things in the city deteriorated, 

South Irshad Sodhar, Metropoli- this aquarium could not survive said public places in all parts 
KARACHI 

of the city including Bagh Tbn 

Karachi Administrator Barrister 

Murtaza Wahab on Friday said 

they wanted to restore Karachi 

of 1960's to 1980's. 

Qasim were being restored and addressing the function, Metro- 

politan Commissioner Karachi 

Syed Afzal Zaidi said Bagh lbn 

Qasim Fish Aquarium Project 

ing, tree planting would be done was important for Karachi. 

He said the city should have 

green. There would also.be new a number of such aquariums 
for the general public to learn 

about marine life. "We are trying 
to reopen all the public places in 

opened to the publiC 
He said KMC and DMCs were 

"We are trying to reopen all public 

places in city, we will do everything 

with help of civil society; he says 
"The Karachi Metropoli 

tan Corporation 

introducing a new approach 

in which the participation of 

citizens is essential. The Fish 

Aquarium, 
located in Clifton,

has fond childhood memo- tan Commissioner Syed Azal and the ctizens lost this facllity. 

ries. The aquarium was closed Zaidi, Director General Parks 

25 vears ago. With the help of Junaidullah Khan, Senior Direc 1surauon haa taken Immealate Improvement, Work. He said with the help of civil society" he 

CLICK, this aquarium will be re 
stored and opened to the public Senior Director Municipal Sernow at ne Procurement pro: mon man were with them, they South Irshad Sodhar said the

in the next six months at a cost vices Mazhar Khan and other cess had been completed. 

of Rs800 million," the admin- 

istrator expressed these views Fish Aquarium was part or 130 vide an opportunity for students 

while addressing a ground- 

breaking ceremony 
for the res 

toration of Fish Aquarium at hood stil remember the tour 

Bagh Ibn Qasim Clifton here. 

working on these projects, add- 

KMC) is 
to make Bagh Ibn Qasim more 

standard restaurants and wash-
rooms for citizens, he added. 

He said Kidney Hill Park was 

He 'said the prèsent admin- another example ofr the city's the city, we will do everything 

tor Recreation Mansoor Qazi, steps to take notice of this and if civil, society and the com- added. Deputy Commissioner 

would be able to do these things fish aquarium project would be 

officers. The Administrator said 
"The Fish Aquarlum will pro- in a much better way. a beautiful gift of the govern 

"We hope that the private sec ment to the citizens of Karacnil: 

acres of Bagh Ibn Qasim. Those and researchers to get a closer tor will support us for the bet- He said efforts of Sindh gov

who came here in their child- look at marine life and provide terment of the city, the province ernment to improve puo 

another excellent recreational, and the country. I have always places in Karachi were pro 

of the fish house, but with the and informational facility to the said that this is my city, my prov- successful. 
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Clifton aquarium to reopen 
Karachi 
administrator urges 

civil society, private 
sector to help 
beautify city 

months at the cost of Rs800 get a closer look at marine province and the country. I 

million," the administrator life and provide another excel- have always said that this ís 

expressed these views while lent recreational and informa- my city, my province and my 

addressing a groundbreaking tional facility to the citizens country, so I try to improve 

ceremony for the restoration near the beach,"Wahab said. as much as possible in every 

of Fish Aquarium at Bagh Ibn 

Qasim Clifton. 
The administrator said the Bagh Ibn Qasim, are being re- 

aquarium is part of 130 acres stored and opened. 

He said that public places in field, whether it is related to 

all parts of the city, including KMC or KDA," he said. 
Sindh's share of Rs32 billion 

had been deducted, a blatant OUR CORRESPONDENT 
KARACHI 
The fish aquarium at Clifton of Bagh Ibn Qasim. Those 
will be restored at a cost who came here in their child- are working on these projects. rights and principles. 

of Rs8oo million, Karachi hood still remember the tour Tree planting will be done He asked the Finance 

Administrator Murtaza Wahab of the fish house. Still, with to make Bagh Ibn Qasim Miníster to take immedi- 

said at launch of the restora- the time, where other thingS greener. 

tion work of the facility. 
"The Karachi Metropolitan aquarium could not survive also be new standard res- ployees' salaries could release 

Corporation (KMC) is intro- too, and the citizens lost this taurants and washrooms for and development work could 

ducing a new approach in facility. 

which the participation of He said that the present ad- another example of the city's hindrance. 

citizens is essential. The ministration had taken im- improvement work, and if Earlier addressing the 

Fish Aquarium, located in mediate steps to notice this, Civil society and the people are function, Metropolitan 

Clifton, has fond childhood and the procurement procesS with us, we will be able to do Commissioner Karachi Syed 

memories. The aquarium has been completed. 
closed 25 years ago. However, "The Fish Aquarium will "We hope that the private Qasim Fish Aquariun Project 

this aquarium will be opened provide an opportunity for sector will support us for the is important for Karachi. 

to the public in the next six students and researchers to betterment of the city, the He said that the city should 

He said that KMC and DMCs violation of constitutional 

ate notice and give Sindh its 

in the city deteriorated, this He added that there would due share in NFC so that em- 

citizens. Kidney Hil Park is be continued without any

these things much better. Afzal Zaidi said that Bagh Ibn 

have several such aquariums 
for the general public to learn 
about marine life. "We are
rying to reopen all the pub- 
lic places in the city. We wil1 

do everything with the help of 
civil society," he added. 

Deputy Commissioner South 

Irshad Sodhar said that the fish 
aquarium project would be a 

beautiful gift of the goverm- 
ment to the citizens of Karachi. 

He said that the efforts of the 
Sindh government to improve 
public places in Karachi are 
proving successful. 

Also present on occasion, 
Deputy Commissioner South 
Irshad Sodhar, Metropolitan 

Commissioner Syed Afzal 
Zaidi, Director General 
Parks Junaidullah Khan, 
Senior Director Recreation 
Mansoor Qazi, Senior Director 

Municipal Services Mazhar 
Khan and other officers. 
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