Wahab promises reopening

The iconic site at Bagh
Ibne Qasim has been
closed for 23 years

By Shazia Hasan

KARACHI: Administrator Murtaza
Wahab performed the ground-break-
ing for the rehabilitation of the exist-
ing Fish Aquarium at Clifton’s Bagh
Ibne Qasim on Friday.

There was plaster shedding from the
overhangs of the aged-aquarium build-
ing structure with the rusted iron bars
showing. The entrance to the building
had been blocked with a big panaflex
pointing to the obvious fact that things
inside were even worse.

Sitting quietly in one of the front
row seats, Aliya Farooqi, the longest
serving director of the fish aquar-
ium, was lost in thought as she looked
at the place. “With degreesin marine
.ciences and zoology, 1 joined the
ish aquarium in 1965,” she told
Hawn. “I retired from here in 1991,”
he added.

She said that she was out of the coun-
ry when she heard about the closing of
he aquarium in 1998. “Iwas saddened
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by the news as I have very fond memo-,
ries of families frequenting the place

with children. We used to have all the

details about every creature next to

each aquarium window. The visits

used to help children learn about

aquatic life and the different sea crea-

tures that we had here,” she said.

It was mentioned during the cere-
mony that the gate ticket for one per-
son at the time used to cost just a few
rupees and yet the aquarium gener-

ated an income of about Rs1.5 million
a year excluding the Rs400,000 that
came from parking.

There have been efforts to reopen
the aquarium earlier as well, but they
proved unsuccessful. In 2004, there
was a Rs75m tender was approved for
its rehabilitation but work on it could
not begin. Then the tender was revised
to Rs103m in 2009 but the project got
shelved as the government did not
have the money.

Click project director Afzal Zaidi
recalled his fond childhood memories
of visiting the aquarium in the early
1990s. “It was not a very big aquarium
but it was the only one that we had
here. Then 23 years ago, for reasons
not known it was closed,” he said.

Administrator Wahab unveiled 5
new p}aque on the outside wall of the
aquarium. He said that he remem.
bgred _t.ht_a place from childhood visit.
with his illustrious parents in the lat:

Fish Aquarium at Bagh Ibne Qasim. (Right) One of the corridors of the aquarium with empty viewing windows and the ceiling with peel

1980s and early 1990s. “Then it was
closed. Today, there is also this general
perception that the Bagh Ibne Qasim,
where this aquarium is located, is also
closed. But it is an open 134 acres of
greenery. People go to the northern
areas to appreciate the greenery and
they have it right here,” he said.

Coming back to the aquarium, the
city administrator said that his target
was to see it opened again in the next
six months.

on fish aquarium in six months

ed off paint and plaster.

«A1l of us with memories of coming
here as children will then be bringing
our children here,” he said, adding
that he along with his staff was cur-
rently in the process of rehabilitating
all the parks of the city. “In doing so,
we are also working on making the
parks visitor-friendly by setting up
eateries and building washrooms
there. The KMC is also going to have
vegetable gardens in all the parks,’

he added.
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Wahab announces resi:(jration
of historical Clifton aquarium

Constructed in 1953, the aquarium was closed to public in 1993

By Oonib Azam

After numerous failed prom-
ises in the past, the Karachi
Metropolitan Corporation
(KMC) announced on Friday
once again that it would re-
store the historical Fish
Aquarium in Clifton.

The aquarium was-con-
structed in 1953 and later in
1965, a bigger building was
constructed to attract a larger
number of visitors.

For decades, the aquar-
ium remained one of the big
revenue generation sources
for the city government. How-
ever, the lack of maintenance
and dilapidated structure led
to its closure in 1998.

Since then, the KMC made
several attempts to reopen it
and allocated budgets thrice
for it in the Annual Develop-
ment Programmes (ADP) of

RARACHE 33

KMe Admmlstramr Murtaza Wahab speaks at the graundbrealrmg ceremony on Fnday for the restoration of the Fish With the help of civil society,"

2007-2008, 2008-2009 and
2009-2010, but nothing came
out of those allocations.

The corporation also ap-
proved a sum of Rs100 mil-
lion that was supposed to be
spent on the aquarium in 2012
when it decided to construct
an underwater transparent
tunnel inside the aquarium to
allow visitors to walk through
the water tank and enjoy ma-
rine life up close. That project
also never saw the light of
day. Recently, the provincial
government announced that
the aquarium would be re-
stored under the World
Bank’s Competitive & Livable
City of Karachi Project
(CLICK) worth $240 million.

Addressing on Friday the
groundbreaking ceremony
for the restoration of the Fish
Aquarium at the Bagh Ibne
Qasim, KMC Administrator

LIS

Aquarium in Clifton — PP| photo

Barrister Murtaza Wahab said
the municipality was intro-
ducing a new approach in
which the participation of cit-
izens was essential.

“The aquarium was closed
2 years ago. With the help of
CLICK, this aquarium will be
restored and opened to the
public in the next six months
at a cost of Rs800 million,” he
announced. He explained
that the aquarium was part of
the Bagh Ibne Qasim’s 130
acres.

During the construction of
the Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim, the
aquarium was reportedly
damaged. The aquarium’s sea
reservoirs, filter bed, bellow-
ing room and fish breeding
room are no longer func-
tional. Its covered area is
1,500 square feet and the
abandoned building currently
wears a gloomy look, almost

appearing haunted.

Wahab said that those
who visited the aquarium in
their childhood still remem-
bered the tour of the fish
house but with the passage of
time, the aquarium could not
survive and the citizens of
Karachi were deprived of the
recreational facility.

He claimed that the pro-
curement process for the
restoration of the aquarium
had been completed.

"The Fish Aquarium will
provide an opportunity for
students and researchers to
get a closer look at marine
life and provide another ex-
cellent recreational and infor-
mational facility to the citi-
zens near the beach," the
KMC administrator said.

He added that tree planta-
tion would be carried out to
make the Bagh Ibn Qasim

: E { the government employees
i could be released and devel-
; opment work continued

o

| tantviolation of the constitu-
. tional rights and principles.

». nance minister to take imme-
diate notice of it and give

1 Comm1ssmner Syed Afzal
¢ Zaidi said the city should

greener. There would also be
new high-quality restaurants
and washrooms for the citi-
zens, he said.

The Kidney Hill Park was
another example of the devel-
opment of Karachi’s recre-
ational spots, Wahab re-
marked. "We hope that the
private sector will support us
for the betterment of the city,
the province and the country.
I have always said that this is
my city, my province and my
country," he said.

The federal government
was not aware of the plight
of the people crushed by in-
flation, he said, adding that if
a government was aware of
the ground realities, the cur-
rent crisis could be over-
come.

He lamented that the
Sindh's share of Rs32 billion
in the NFC award had been
reduced and termed it a bla-

He asked the federal fi-

Sindh its due share in the
! NFC so that the salaries of

{ without any hindrance.
Earlier addressing the
function, KMC Metropolitan

have a number of such aquar-
iums for the general public
to learn about marine life,

“We are trying to reopen
all the public places in the
city. We will do everythmg

he said.

/
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Karachi Administrator Barrister

. Murtaza Wahab on Friday said
tore Karachi -

they wanted to res
0f 1960’s to 1980's.
“The Karachi
tan Corporation (KMC) is
introducing a new approach
in which the participation of
citizens is essential. The Fish
Aquarium, located in Clifton,
has fond childhood memo-
ries. The aquarium was closed
25 years ago. With the help of
CLICK, this aquarium will be re-
stored and opened to the public
in the next six months at a cost
of Rs800 million,” the admin-
istrator expressed these views
while addressing 2 ground-
breaking ceremony for the res-
toration of Fish Aquarium at
Bagh Ibn Qasim Clifton here.

Metropoli-

Wahab ad

Also present on the occasion
were Deputy Commissioner
South Irshad Sodhar, Metropoli-

dressing a groundbreaking ceremon

ed to reviving
i, says Wahab

passage of time, where other
things in the city deteriorated,
this aquarium could not survive

“We are trying to reopen all public

laces in city, we will do everything
with help of civil society,” he says

tan Commissioner; Syed Afzal
Zaidi, Directg:j,,.(i’;neral Parks
Junaidullah Khan, Senior Direc-

tor Recreation Mansoor Qazh

Senior Director Municipal Ser-
vices Mazhar Khan and other
officers. The Administrator said
Fish Aquarium was part of 130
acres of Bagh Ibn Qasim. Those
who came here in their child-
hood still remember the tour
of the fish house, but with the

and the citizens lost this facility.

He ‘said the present admin-
istration had taken jmmediate
steps to take notice of this and
now that the procurement pro-
cess had been completed. '

“The Fish Aquarium will pro-
vide an opportunity fo students
and researchers fd’%( a closer
look at marine life an provide
another excellent tecreational
and informational facility to the

y for restoration of Fish Aquarium
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citizens near the beach,” Bar-
rister Murtaza Wahab said. He
said public places in all parts
of the city including Bagh Ibn
Qasim were being restored and
opened to the public.

He said KMC and DMCs were
working on these projects, add-
ing, tree planting would be done
to make Bagh Ibn Qasim more
green. There would also:be new
standard restaurants and wash-
rooms for citizens, he added.

He said Kidney Hill Park was
another example of the city’s
improyement work. He said

if civil‘society'alnd .the com-

mon man were with them, they
would be able to do these things
in a much better way.

“We hope that the private sec-
tor will support us for the bet-
terment of the city, the province
and the country. I have always
said that this is my city, my prov-

at Bagh Ibn Qasim Clifton.—NNI

ince and my country, so Iy to
improve as much as possible in
every field, whether it is related
to KMC or KDA,” he said. Earlier
addressing the function, Metro-
politan Commissioner Karachi
Syed Afzal Zaidi said Bagh Ibn
Qasim Fish Aquarium Project
was important for Karachi.

He said the city should have
a number of such aquariums
for the general public to learn
about marine life. “We are trying
to reopen all the public places in
the city, we will do everything
with the help of civil society,” he
added. Deputy Commissioner
South Irshad Sodhar said the
fish aquarium project would be
a beautiful gift of the goverr
ment to the citizens of Karachi.

He said efforts of Sindh 87
ernment to improve public _
places in Karachi were P f=
successful. <
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Clifton aquarium to reopen

Karachi
administrator urges
civil society, private
' sector to help
beautify city
© OUR CORRESPONDENT
KARACHI
The fish aquarium at Clifton
will be restored at a cost
of Rs8oo million, Karachi
Adrministrator Murtaza Wahab
said at launch of the restora-
tion work of the facility.

“The Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation (KMC) is intro-
ducing a new approach in
which the participation of
citizens is essential. The
Fish Aquarium, located in
Clifton, has fond childhood
memories, The aquarium
closed 25 years ago. However,
this aquarium will be opened
to the public in the next six

months at the cost of Rs8o0
million," the administrator
expressed these views while
addressing a groundbreaking
ceremony for the restoration
of Fish Aquarium at Bagh Ibn
Qasim Clifton.

The administrator said the
aquarium is part of 130 acres
of Bagh Ibn Qasim. Those
who came here in their child-
hood still remember the tour
of the fish house. Still, with
the time, where other things
in the city deteriorated, this
aquarium could not survive
too, and the citizens lost this
facility.

He said that the present ad-
ministration had taken im-
mediate steps to notice this,
and the procurement process
has been completed.

“The Fish Aquarium will
provide an opportunity for
students and researchers to

get a closer look at marine
life and provide another excel-
lent recreational and informa-
tional facility to the citizens
near the beach,” Wahab said.

He said that public places in
all parts of the city, including
Bagh Ibn Qasim, are being re-
stored and opened.

He said that KMC and DMCs
are working on these projects.
Tree planting will be done
to make Bagh Ibn Qasim
greener.

He added that there would
also be new standard res-
taurants and washrooms for
citizens. Kidney Hill Park is
another example of the city's
improvement work, and if
civil society and the people are
with us, we will be able to do
these things much better.

- "We hope that the private

sector will support us for the

betterment of the city, the

province and the country. I
have always said that this is
my city, my province and my
country, so I try to improve
as much as possible in every
field, whether it is related to
KMC or KDA," he said.

Sindh's share of Rs32 billion
had been deducted, a blatant
violation of constitutional
rights and principles.

He asked the Finance
Minister to take immedi-
ate notice and give Sindh its
due share in NFC so that em-
ployees’ salaries could release
and development work could
be continued without any
hindrance.

Earlier addressing the
function, Metropolitan
Commissioner Karachi Syed
Afzal Zaidi said that Bagh Ibn
Qasim Fish Aquarium Project
is important for Karachi.

He said that the city should

| have several such aquariums
for the general public to learn
about marine life. "We are
trying to reopen all the pub-
lic places in the city. We will
do everything with the help of -

! civil society," he added.

| Deputy Commissioner South

| Irshad Sodhar said that the fish

'aquarium project would be a
beautiful gift of the govern-
ment to the citizens of Karachi.
He said that the efforts of the
Sindh government to improve
public places in Karachi are
proving successful.

Also present on occasion,

| Deputy Commissioner South
Irshad Sodhar, Metropolitan
Commissioner Syed Afzal
Zaidi, Director General

| Parks Junaidullah Khan,
Senior Director Recreation
Mansoor Qazi, Senior Director
Municipal Services Mazhar
Khan and other officers.



KARACHI METROPOLITAN CORPORATION

Information, Printing & Media Management

PRESS CLIPPING

N

Ghe Sy

L 4

19 FEB 2022

\L@g‘;@égpaéuﬁ’ug.ﬁ}
L,\géame;ﬁzo s o
dnﬁs.{l{i_ Ust! 'U..’é; Sl
Kl (e nf
&2z b dTenb s « St
SIS Ui e T
'Jakc_._i)d/c"agéli;uf*&ﬁ/lgl
i Ju)ﬂwq;%f nea J.,;Bz._;:f:
19212235 S KU o ._susM(“””
| {t"algél);ﬂ,ﬂ»/,iz;_lguwi
1£m Nt uytj":c’w;ué A

e S O TR a4
e A

i -Gl stk 35 2

G50 g Sy G1S
(35}/}/:- Py c/;gulz;/:l uiﬁ'/?
5780 ol Z u:-’Tf;. Wi -y
L/dl{,v(f-:/:g’ic_ =S d/gu
MECNBIL I Ly
SEAI T Pty L oot
UEEI P Wy
srapd (Gt o 1%
Yol tJLlp JdJK}iLLQ '

ya Lf{(u J 1w L Uy fulu“;kj

L;ufwy’y;;q;ldiiuf@

o




PRESS CLIPPING

| Lk mao:é.um/ o9 \,/L

| ’l/,lgj(/;(tkf((bu’lctf/
' ;Uc.a.u/:/80/ JI/UV /J
[ /ﬂu‘)‘JUn:./ = (. 170
i ((—/ulzc- _,/ Fol> du/:r
\J’/V o 65 e ciw
' J’KL/J’(JQ- ‘V/a—/’f(.—
| 25//(/1&(4.&::(&/0/(“))/
fb‘jl(,tc,u’/(,(u/’ Vi e b
| S el u’f/w/ré.u‘.'
: -l d‘/_/ﬁa/uL?/;‘, 4///“;1
k C.'H J‘:LL;:’L_ Jd "fln’
fw’/u}i vi.._deJz. 03132

| a:.qu‘..—‘lh’

A L‘;‘/-*__-\) :-_vv

S iy Send
w/Jy’&_u-/L (u;_,wf//_
U-udx\}&/‘ U (gﬂ" Z
‘hc...,u/v‘é_/_//‘fu./:"
th;uu‘u W25 UASE =
;L»JJJ‘/UU /9/&{‘_/&! D
WSS vA e 2
LﬂJ("‘—‘u:“/ L»’éi:d_va:f
(L- 'igL‘V‘cz/Ju’iV /L‘,V-l
__bg W.Jf\;‘uu’l;uleﬁuvf
uilc.uf/_/./é:.,; - J/
f/v;._.éz_wv....uw 5
8 UL

ea's (9234 Q}; .A-*‘-'—

|
|
\
|

O'i"vv’v U-v\

i

KARACHI METROPOLITAN CORPORATION

Information, Printing & Media

Management



KARACHI METROPOLITAN CORPORATION

Information, Printing & Media Management

'PRESS CLIPPING

[ 1y
19 FEB 2022
".’&'J'Lfﬁ/ 2£u: JU&Q‘.—%V!}@/)‘M (25 d/ U/’uf i

.é_,ﬁﬁ,fﬂ?fu)rﬁ’}yj JJ’U.': :.«I)/l:‘(,(" 5L u.‘?/l
BT S L S en SEL g GS
nffd‘l/_}:f Q’Lu!uo‘j/-é_-f +Q’L.(lew}utz}£#fp#
| BESINILE L e s B,
P Gk SESBIUIE & ppoiruds 2Lt |
Q&JAI:’)"JU?)'L?PU?/ J@C‘fﬁ Uf'jf L'}U‘/’:f'c T
__,m_;{E{‘iiiff&?__L_f Jf"‘uﬂf‘;’; Nt J’r Veduh |

i s e T




KARACHI METROPOLITAN CORPORATION

Information, Printing & Media Management

PRESS CLIPPING

o 7 = 2%




“> KARACHI METROPOLITAN CORPORATION

Information, Printing & Media Management

- PRESS CLIPPING

00’,“'.9,.» . -
Iy
 igFEBAR
L T o N ”
B St |

Co




5

KARACHIMIEETROPOL, IIAN CORPORATIO

Information. Pontimg & Mcdim Managerment

PRESS CLIPPING

1‘1[[.820)

?fé, /L@% ;

® s (o

=Tt ~'*f‘»'»"""/’::-‘—é-t:/".i’} /J?UJ‘CL%.G‘/'/__AVVJN/W ,,7,,: ,"i <

AT SIS “"/,- u..'

- = J i V/Jb(ri’uv.«alﬁ,b’
- ,;, 3 .,'«__,‘;;‘ <« V”é’,'v», /,s /(1130 ‘{V/J)/ d"u"lfgrg,
’;._- St ':, s E'\J«"’d-‘deu et | S J"fy/u'{“’/"/’:mv, !

A P o N U ‘v:’rc.u/.)'/r(_, .ffl | //"/ULU‘V'WL/LJ//IJI
) o _n P ’/A Pl —VVJ_/;;J// ; /’/J)’//f/"//(.«qﬂ‘/u//u
B s il ‘-vﬂ“;//’m'ﬂ//’i’w ' //"‘L”"’sf(u}/" -mUv A P 5 .-,5,,3,- z P 5 o

oy P 2 e e ‘L"”/‘--}fu’l(f/Ll, ’ [ i s
= ‘ . d

e

D R W AV 'gfév £ (u'll__./@h)i’)’ |
- sy !
FE oL ,,_, /‘__i.//):,/'.(!/{léul.‘/sl ¥ it

u ,

e e B
Az “:‘-&/ ”)':/ ]
Lainir, «Lﬂ‘—Jﬁ i
A0 0L L v, Gz »
2—4‘,-4.4__,,‘_”,— ¥y r ‘
2% l’Z’//l/ A, ! ‘ N
P i’ / y/d:#"#"("c’ ‘. l/‘dbf U«;M(.'H i \'D'ﬂf‘ SaAt
12 /v’/{/k. ‘/{ ‘
%y ,,,/;,, e ”J“ » Uy 2o uuw,\
"»”/ / ‘Pbﬂvﬂu—j < | |
S "4¢,»,¢ //4{_}(,
“ //le/dl //,'f/j/
’/,/A a/’,// //.s’ﬁ-y,_,,jl
dan v///yil ﬂ‘V,J
> ﬂf”‘r/x,vr’//: /)
A bt ie fre s X,y
% 4 [/////'1'//,14
Loind L4y ] ,}1(»'1, S
Ay 2SS o e
24y O 1':’,(,;_..,«,//,1/”, e
4 ,A;f/:(/axa/vﬂ ",',,»‘/: |
“ SL FC jth pid |
J e ,/M/A’,;,, bdid ‘)
et !’9///‘6" A S s l\
f
|
i

i "”, fl#//p /ﬁ&‘ /‘/‘
s MW



KARACHI METROPOLITAN CORPORATION

Information, Printing & Media Management

PRESS CLIPPING

S &uw /l/zi z_//
4 1{/@ .«/'//)i’l/‘u/ﬂ;{f s Lf}’
;J/VVLS/LVUJQ.[,C/J
DL e L | S
L ooty i MBI S st
el Juw’cié-r.)’( =JESr
UF e k) PRl U
Kz_./ﬂk/a—..//ﬁ/bw%[fal
m_.ufuy Y i s Plonbh Oy
S 1A Qa5 B

QWSA_

widtmc,,&

:fm_.zaoé.so

KL u”ct/_d/’/bl"(._—l’v ol -~ \;_:v,‘ A v v oDl
=y ey
J&/}V Cb/dl! L/,L. A _..e T L .55
' % E N
J/c’mw./_w‘_ oo P | 6 P80 B0 = —
M/d’i?”//"’)(/'*&// ,51\)”:';"?;2 e 5

/"/ Ul’»"’[""v/ﬂ .} L ’ "' ~ ‘_;v - U'-'v "v’."‘:. -
J’!’/"’/'/"v" LA S o e oL
//'*' ERTIURU f'c;-: A | T oIS —
J//,;»mao,a,f.r PG | el by Lt e 25
Tl U~ .:.'b-"b’ri_;b:,,f_‘__, O - 80 <O =

) < g% . .

- _|._.A.\, VAV E..« »’;--——', —_— - yomate



EEOE Zwewo_uozﬁwz noauogﬂoz

Information, Printing & Media Management

PRESS CLIPPING

wol

19 FEB BNN

hQéSkh& ¥ ﬁsﬁ;%_

r\e.Qb\\.}me.wM\. orm.\z

A s oL s Lx\muwcm\
T stﬂa AN 9L 7 o st
e PEE i LB S
) R:\\.\rwu\mw\%.rxnnxm!\\(sw
Y, L&L\\\C\L&\ Py s
| e e S 2 A
\Fx\\\%ﬁ\tﬁ\r\s\ﬁ.\q\\%\“\
rM_\\\\.EﬁUw\Q\C\_\ﬂb_CV

| Ea0AINE

-vaw) A LB

\\ & .\M‘ 'k %R\%.Crhr\_vrm._\ﬁ

(TC&\\\G»\(&.&CQ\&.C&Q,
¥Fe PL80/L o 60l
t,C\\_h r\hlvr\@ﬁv\tf#w: A
e G S G G G
e S PSS

Sf_hwa\f\&vﬁ AN FEh -

%«rﬁeh\\\.\ﬂk\wﬁ_lﬁd?mmag\c
t\ﬂmor\.,r%u ﬂh\cufh(Q,
h\\LWV.\\uDr\,ﬁ\(\@Qm!t




\ KARACHI METROPOLITAN CORPORATION

Information, Printing & Media Management

PRESS CLIPPING

)V.C«Kdgd/r”("f

Od/r Q..@r(;,«b»‘éubduf:(d‘”;

it )

A a J L Qb £
il Jd/(/‘iﬁcb//i/f(b
L u:’/ulu"/:"'/Lf/ch Uz« L(
|Weuh LS e b
Sprresnag ot J€rdanf 3o
c.bd 'U’)GU)' cd’uul(uib
Lufui/frba’b;dlﬂ(fji
S urie (Pl
f/ Sose ..’)’dl/;cdb; Uk \,(
Susin uﬂ(,c MEASYE N
i~ l]/mf:’ K‘fc_dwuﬂﬂll{(w

-Lbdl):ﬁ,:grulclau&/i

l/r//"'il (/J)IJ =) J W
so/Lc,eofguL.., u"///,
2 bt/ U uL»(fl/ VFe ¥l
J;/BOU"»LEM/ If-u;b-'éﬂu‘

LIJV[(J;'JGVKUJLJJ'- -

Vetu-L b Loy

qu“(uwuf,ﬂ.u,«uw -

Lw/’Jé/)Vuﬁ‘(&V J(/:"/l
syl QL ANl S
fu‘“"j,[u,}‘_)u;(,,(y‘_/fbf

(‘Jr € Sosloe oo Knlo S

VJ//JlJJ(J!/uféJL‘m?’L {




{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

